
     The Wisconsin Regional Orthophotog-
raphy Consortium (WROC)1 continues to 
make progress towards acquiring imagery 
over the majority of the state in 2015.  The 
North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission (NCWRPC) is once again taking 
on the lead coordination role for the pro-
ject, working in close cooperation with the 
other Regional Planning Commissions 
(RPCs) in the state. 
     The 2015 projects will be funded primari-
ly by local government (city and county) 
budgets.  Unit pricing for the imagery prod-
ucts are uniform across the consortium, as 
described in a WROC InfoSheet.2 
     In 2010, the consortium was able to se-
cure $1.2 million in partner funding, which 
was used to offset local government costs 
and also create a statewide, 18-inch resolu-
tion public domain product.  $800,000 of 
the 2010 partner funding came from a sin-
gle federal Department of Homeland Secu-
rity grant, which was not available for 2015.   
     An effort is currently underway at the WI 
Department of Administration to identify 
additional state-level funding for WROC, 
but at this time it is not known if sufficient 
partner funding will be available to produce 
a statewide public domain product in 2015. 
     While the 2015 WROC project is still 
evolving, some key observations can be 
made: 

 The vast majority of counties in Wis-
consin have shifted to a 6" spatial reso-
lution product. Two counties are plan-
ning to acquire 3-inch resolution im-
agery in 2015. (Milwaukee and Ke-
nosha) 

 Approximately 85% of the state will be 
covered by high-resolution imagery 
flown in 2014 and 2015.  

      
Northeastern counties form consortium, 
imagery acquired in Spring of 2014 
Six counties in the northeastern part of the 
state (Brown, Calumet, Manitowoc, Oconto, 
Outagamie, and Sheboygan) formed a con-

sortium in the fall of 2013 for imagery ac-
quisition services.   
     The group published a Request for Pro-
posals via the Brown County Purchasing 
Department in October 2013, and subse-
quently selected a firm to provide services 
for all six counties during the spring of 
2014.   
     Like WROC, counties in the northeastern 
consortium contracted directly with the 
service provider selected for the consorti-
um.    All six counties acquired 6-inch reso-
lution imagery during the spring 2014 fly-
ing season.   

     There were two main drivers behind the 
formation of the consortium.  First was a 
desire by the counties in the region to ac-
quire imagery on a more frequent update 
cycle (3 years) compared to the five year 
cycle currently standard for WROC.  In addi-
tion, the six purchasing departments felt it 
was appropriate to release a RFP in order to 
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ensure their respective counties were re-
ceiving the best combination of price and 
quality for imagery services. 
 
FSA NAIP imagery expected during sum-
mer of 2015 
Wisconsin will be flown during the summer 
of 2015 as part of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) Na-
tional Agriculture Imagery Program 
(NAIP).  Wisconsin was last flown by FSA 
during the summer of 2013.  Moving for-
ward, they plan to acquire new NAIP image-
ry every two years over the conterminous 

U.S. assuming funding for the program re-
mains stable. 
     All 2015 NAIP imagery will have a 1-
meter ground resolution, and is designed 
to meet a 6-meter horizontal accuracy spec-
ification at a 95% confidence interval.  A 
fourth near-infrared band, which is useful 
for vegetation and wetlands analyses, is 
now a standard part of the product.  
     NAIP imagery is available as a free down-
load from the USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service Geospatial Data Gateway.3  

However, imagery from the Data Gateway is 
available only as a three-band compressed 

MrSID county mosaic projected to UTM 
zone 15 or 16. 

     Users requiring access to the original four 
band GeoTIFF-format Digital Orthophoto 
Quarter Quad (DOQQ) tiles, or who would 
like mosaics projected to the Wisconsin 
Transverse Mercator coordinate system 
should visit the free WisconsinView Data 
Portal.4 
 
1930’s aerial photography online 
     The University of Wisconsin-Madison 
maintains an online tool designed to help 
users find and download historic aerial pho-
tography.  The Wisconsin Historic Aerial 
Image Finder5 site currently includes a 
statewide set of 38,000 U.S. Department of 
Agriculture aerial photographs acquired 
from 1937 to 1941.  Using a simple inter-
face, users can locate and then download 
public domain images in JPEG or TIFF for-
mat. 
     To find additional Wisconsin historic aeri-
al photography, visit the SCO Catalog of 
Aerial Photography.6 The SCO plans to un-
veil a major overhaul of the AP Catalog dur-
ing the late spring of 2015.  Watch the SCO 
Web site for more details. 
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