
     Thanks to the Wisconsin Regional Ortho-
photography Consortium (WROC)1 signifi-
cant aerial imagery was acquired over the 
majority of the state in 2015.  The North 
Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Com-
mission (NCWRPC) once again took on a 
lead coordination role for the consortium, 
working in close cooperation with the other 
Regional Planning Commissions in the 
state.  The 2015 projects were funded pri-
marily by local government budgets, the 
Wisconsin Land Information Program, and 
additional partnership funding.   
     Planning  is already underway for the 
next round of major aerial imagery acquisi-
tions expected to happen in 2020.  A small-
er number of counties will acquire new or-
thophotography in 2018 or 2019 through 
the consortium.   
     Unit pricing for WROC imagery products 
is uniform across the consortium, as de-
scribed in a WROC InfoSheet.2   
 
Summer 2017 NAIP imagery now  
available from NRCS 
     Wisconsin was flown during the summer 
of 2017 as part of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) Na-
tional Agriculture Imagery Program 
(NAIP).3  The state was last flown by FSA 
during the summer of 2015.        
     All 2017 Wisconsin NAIP imagery has a 1-
meter ground resolution, and is designed 
to meet a 6-meter horizontal accuracy spec-
ification at a 95% confidence interval.  A 
fourth near-infrared band, which is useful 
for vegetation and wetlands analyses, is 
now a standard part of the product. 
     NAIP data are available for free from a 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) data download site.4  However, 
imagery from the download site is available 
only as a three-band compressed MrSID 
county mosaic projected to UTM zone 15 or 
16. 
     The original 4-band GeoTIFF-format im-
ages  will be available on the Wiscon-
sinView Data Portal5  later in 2018, in both 
the original UTM projection, and also re-

projected to Wisconsin Transverse Mercator 
(WTM).  Compressed county mosaics pro-
jected to WTM by the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources are expected to 
be available from WisconsinView as well. 
 
Future of NAIP? 
     Moving forward, the future of public-
domain NAIP imagery is uncertain.  In No-
vember 2017, the geospatial community 
learned USDA-FSA is evaluating a new li-
censed data model for NAIP starting in fed-
eral fiscal year 2019.6    

     The evaluation is in response to several 
factors, including 2018 budget reductions, 
and shortfalls in financial contributions by 
other federal agencies.  Agency officials 
estimate FSA could reduce their own costs 
by 50% if they moved to a licensed model. 
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     If FSA does move to a licensed model, 
data could not be shared with other agen-
cies or the public.  This would be a major 
departure from the past practice of making 
NAIP data freely available in the public do-
main.   
     As of March 2018, USDA-FSA is evaluat-
ing options, and no final decisions have 
been made. 
 
1930’s aerial photography available 
online for free with “WHAIFinder” 
     The University of Wisconsin-Madison 
maintains an online tool designed to help 
users find and download historic aerial pho-
tography.  The Wisconsin Historic Aerial 
Imagery Finder (WHAIFinder)7  includes a 
statewide set of 38,000 U.S. Department of 
Agriculture aerial photographs acquired 
from 1937 to 1941.  Using a simple inter-
face, users can locate and then download 
free, public domain images in JPEG or TIFF 
format. 
 
Major update to Wisconsin Aerial  
Photography Catalog 
     During 2017, the SCO and UW-Madison 
Arthur H. Robinson Map Library (UW-RML)8  
collaborated to significantly improve the 
quality of records in the Wisconsin Aerial 
Photography Catalog.9  The  “AP Catalog” is 
designed to help users identify and locate 
historic aerial photography acquired be-
tween the late 1930s and present.  The AP 
Catalog has been maintained by the SCO in 
a variety of formats since the inception of 
our office in 1975. 
      While only the 1930s/40s-era imagery in 
WHAIFinder are available for download at 
this time, the catalog provides detailed 
contact information for each source of pho-
tography listed.  The AP Catalog frequently 
references aerial photography held by the 
UW-RML, one of richest archives of aerial 
photography in the state.  The RML offers a 
scanning service for a nominal fee, which 
allows users to receive digital copies of 
photography held at the library.  
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The Wisconsin Aerial Photography Catalog was redesigned and updated in 2017.  See maps.sco.wisc.edu/
apcat. 

The Wisconsin Historic Aerial Imagery Finder received a major update in 2017.  WHAIFinder provides free 
online access to the oldest set of statewide aerial photography in Wisconsin.   
See maps.sco.wisc.edu/WHAIFinder. 
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