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PLSS is the foundation and framework for all subdivisions. PLSS 

ties things together and ties things to the real world. It eliminates 

the need to rely on assumptions. It improves accuracy, provides a 

fixed point of beginning, and helps identify and improve poor prop-

erty descriptions. PLSS has other benefits too...it can improve com-

puted property acreages, enhance future mapping and property de-

scriptions, and confine errors to one area. 

We need to complete the PLSS and use this data to improve the GIS 

parcel map. We should base the parcel map on surveyed  corners 

with accurate coordinates. PLSS is essential for accurate parcel 

maps. Without PLSS, a parcel map is just an index of parcels. 

Education about PLSS and parcel maps is critically important. Users need 

to understand that a parcel map is not a survey and does not show title to 

property. Users need to be educated about the limitations of parcel maps. 

Disclaimers are part of the solution. The target audience includes the gen-

eral public as well as professionals like realtors, appraisers, assessors, 

lawyers, government agencies, private companies, hunters, and so on. 

We also need to be sensitive to the needs of the user. Maps need to 

be accurate because users make important decisions based on 

them, but the importance of accuracy depends on the use and pur-

pose of the map and the needs of the user. 

We need to educate decision-makers about parcel mapping and PLSS. PLSS 

and parcels are the backbone of so many decisions that are made at the local 

level. Once people understand this there will be more support and funding for 

projects. We need to reach out to elected officials, county boards, LIOs, and 

others. They should come to the next Forum. This education should highlight 

the benefits of accurate parcel maps and PLSS data -- including forestry, min-

ing, flood plain insurance, zoning, reduction in survey costs, and so on.  
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We also need to come up with a way to more accurately depict the 

completeness of the parcel layer in each county. Mapping parcel 

completeness is not good enough, since this can make it look like the 

county is done even though PLSS is still incomplete. 

Education and training is also needed so that parcel mapping is 

done by qualified and knowledgeable mapping technicians. 

More coordination is needed. Inter-county coordination should 

come first, then move out from there. We should keep communi-

cating and collaborating, and bringing people together with similar 

goals. We should use stakeholder collaboration to establish fund-

ing, conduct user education, and set state standards for county 

boundaries and surveying techniques. There should be open dis-

cussion among professionals to keep the process moving forward. 

One priority for collaboration is county boundaries. Boundaries 

should match, with no gaps or overlaps. We need to work together to 

solve this problem. 

Another thing we need is continued funding. Completion of PLSS 

needs to be funded. Funding might be "strategic" -- for example it 

could be tiered, tied to progress on PLSS, based on PLSS status, and so 

on. Strategic initiative grants specifically for PLSS could be provided 

to counties every year. 

We also need to fund the county surveyor positions, and maybe even 

have a state surveyor to direct funding. 

We need to set and follow goals, strategies, and priorities. PLSS needs 

to be part of the long-term plan. It needs to be a top priority and tied to 

statewide objectives, just like the parcel map. This will help justify 

the effort in each county and help balance political influences. 
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It is important that we rely on local knowledge, so that we can offer 

flexibility and discretion to counties to complete the process in their 

own way. Needs are different for each county and the funding, staff, 

and leadership are also different. 

We may need to go beyond strategies and priorities. What about set-

ting mandates and policies, maybe even modifying statutes. 

Even with additional funding, time, and personnel, PLSS will not be 

complete tomorrow. Accuracy will take time and effort, and we need to 

set realistic goals and benchmarks. We should focus on getting PLSS 

completed over long term, while continuing to provide mapping needs 

to the best of our ability in the short term. 

Any plan also needs to include statewide standards to ensure map-

ping consistency and efficiency. For example different levels of ac-

curacy can be defined for different levels of land use: urban, subur-

ban, rural, and forest. 
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