
EVIDENCE

• Surveys that happened after the OGS

• Fence corners and fence lines

• Witness testimony

• Deeds

• Subdivision Plats

• Cemetery Plats

• Road Records



Surveys Subsequent to the Original Government Survey



Surveys Subsequent to the Original Government Survey

Surveyors (often a County Surveyor) utilized 

and perpetuated PLSS corners



Buggy axels

StonesDrag teeth

Gun barrels

Pipes

Iron bars

Sometimes they set “stuff”

Grader blades

Bricks

Plow shares Railroad spikes

Window Weights



Town of Bangor 1867

Henry Bliss – County Surveyor





Monroe County Surveyor 

Fred Holden 1900-1911



Monroe County Surveyor 

Fred Holden 1900-1911



Monroe County Surveyor 

Fred Holden 1900-1911



Fred Holden 

County Surveyor 

1902

Original corner

John Davidson 

1853

Set quarter section post

Red Oak 12 S25E 25 links

White Oak 13 N69½W 35 links



Hiram Hall

John Zahrte

Harry Hiles

John Graham

G H Birkholz

Leslie Organ

Perry Sisson









Many times however, we aren’t so fortunate

when it comes to finding direct evidence



Sometimes we need to look further



Fence corners

Fence lines

EVIDENCE AND MEASURMENTS



Witness Testimony



Deeds



Subdivision Plats



Cemeteries and Cemetery Plats









Town Road Records



Southeast corner of 

Section 4,

T15N, R4W, 

Town of Portland,

Monroe County, 

Wisconsin.

SECTION 4 SECTION 3

SECTION 10SECTION 9

S¼ S¼

E¼



Manna Avenue

Maple Avenue













Measurements to evidence



This network of corners – our infrastructure

is vitally important to land 

ownership, taxation, easements, etc.











Once we get all the corners in the ground….

we’re not done yet



Corner Maintenance



1.Check the condition of the marker

2. Check the ties

3. Set a warning sign

Corner Maintenance



Please help us 

protect these 

important corner

locations



If you know of a survey 

marker that is endangered, 

let a surveyor know!



These corners don’t 

belong to the

County Surveyor,

they belong to every

Wisconsin property 

owner.



“Hey Bryan, do you have any “fun facts” 

about the PLSS in Wisconsin?”



Captured a specimen in Section 37 

in a Township near Rhinelander

PLSS HUMOR

Eugene Shepard

well-known Wisconsin land surveyor,

timber cruiser and prankster



Did you know?



Yes, I am a geek! 

And sometimes being a geek 

can get you places!













All because I’m a PLSS geek!



2019 Board of Directors

Meet four time each year in Neillsville

Director: Rob Merry – Kenosha, Milwaukee, 

Walworth & Waukesha Counties

President: Bryan Meyer – La Crosse County

Vice-President: Ryan Duckart – Brown County

Secretary: Brenda Hemstead – State Cartographer’s office

Treasurer: Steve Geiger – Polk County

Director: Laurence Johns III – Vernon County

Director: Wade Pettit – Clark County

Wisconsin County Surveyors Association



CURRENT 

STATUS

• 34 FULL TIME

• 26 PART TIME

• 12 NONE





Questions?
Bryan Meyer

212 6th Street North

La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601

608-785-9626

bmeyer@lacrossecounty.org

mailto:bmeyer@lacrossecounty.org



